VARIOUS    OCCASIONS

before if only they could have been wafted there on a magic
carpet.

My usual programme took me on visits to air stations on three
or four days of the week and the writing of reports on them
occupied the remaining days. Points to be recorded ranged from
details of personnel welfare to larger questions of organization and
training. For my visits I used a Vega Gull, later called a Proctor,
or a tricycle undercarriage twin-motor Cygnet. Wing-Commander
Tomkinson did duty as my staff officer for the first few months and
then came Squad.-Leader Michael Robinson. Toroky was an old
friend of R.N.A.S. days and a good navigator on our air trips.
Michael was a fighter pilot having a short spell after having
distinguished himself to the extent of a D.S.O. and D.F.C. Alas!
he was lost in a sweep over France early in 1943. He was a
splendid type and one of those to whom this country owed so
much in the autumn of 1940.

It did not take me long to find out how very healthy the R.A.F.
really was. Everywhere I found keenness, enthusiasm and pride
in the service. I put it down to the fact that all ranks realized the
important contribution that the air was making towards victory
by being continuously on the offensive. No waiting to build up
large forces for a special event but just hammering away steadily.

Harris's Bomber Command was using Whitleys, Wellingtons
and Hampdens as night bombers, and their main offensive was
against German centres of war production with an occasional
diversion to industrial targets in northern Italy.

Fighter Command, under Sholto Douglas, had passed to the
offensive. Daylight sweeps in large formations over northern
France were part of the regular programme in the policy of
obtaining complete air superiority over the Luftwaffe which
became so complete by 1944. The less-spectacular job of fighter
escort to coastal sea convoys was well organized and controEed by
the various Sector headquarters, operating Hurricanes and Spitfires
from airfields round "the coast. Beaufighters with the latest radar
'sets had developed the technique of night interception to such
good purpose that enemy night raids were considerably reduced
after heavy losses.

The Battle of the Atlantic was at its height and shipping losses
remained heavy. From certain combined naval and air head-
quarters Coastal Command Suiiderlands, Catalinas, Hudson^
WhMeys and Wellingtons were directed to their various anti-
submarine tasks of convoy escort and interception of U-boats in
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